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The Slave Who Broke Free and Gave Hope 

Is it not clear yet that people all across the world should be treated equally and not 

that one skin tone is better than the other? We are all a part of one species; H. sapiens. 

Fredrick Douglass is a main figure in history for speaking on a case that was seen as 

“ahead of its time”; slavery and the abolishonist movement. He spoke about the end of 

slavery before the Civil War, as well as during it. He had several aspects that helped 

make him a persuasive writer to an audience that felt as though slavery was right and 

necessary. But with the following aspects, it helped white people think about the 

atrocities of slavery, as it did more harm than good. He uses ethical aspects, logical 

aspects, and emotional aspects in his narrative. 

In regards to the ethical aspects, Douglass establishes himself as a credible and 

persuasive writer on the topic of slavery for two reasons: One, he was a slave who 

learned how to read and write, which many did not have the privelage to do so. And 

secondly, he experienced many slave owners and recalls the many incidents that occured 

while he was a slave. Part of the reason he is considered a credible writer on the topic of 

slavery is because of the fact that he wrote the Narrative of the Life of Fredrick Douglass 

from a slave’s point of view, which would not have been possible had white children not 

taught him. He states this in his narrative to prove how he managed to learn in a world 



where the majority of people saw the education of African Americans as unnecessary and 

unbecoming of a slave. He tells the reader about how he bartered with the children to 

obtain the knowledge with which he was graced;  he would bestow bread,  

“upon the hungry little urchins, who, in return, would give me that more valuable 
bread of knowledge. I am strongly tempted to give the names of two or three of 
those little boys, as a testimonial of the gratitude and affection I bear them; but 
prudence forbids;—not that it would injure me, but it might embarrass them; for it 
is almost an unpardonable offence to teach slaves to read in this Christian 
country” (Douglass 33-34).  

As Douglass states at the end of the quote as how the country saw it as an extreme 

offence to teach slaves how to read, which only further pushes the thought of Douglass 

being a credible writer. Douglass clearly explains how he was able to learn and persevere 

even when the world was telling him otherwise. 

Then, there is the notion that he recalled so many slave owners that he had been 

subjected to in his life. Even how some were nicer than others and how the slaves 

themselves used to brag about who’s master is better. This shows how he is credible to 

write on the topic of slavery because he went from slave owner to slave owner giving him 

plenty of insight into a slave’s life. Had he only had one or two slave owners people 

could have said, “Those are the only instances of harsh slave owners!” and “He has a 

wild imagination; I’m sure he is just exaggerating what he went through.” But, due to the 

fact that he had experienced over ten slave owners in his lifetime only amplifies his 

message and makes him even more credible.  

Another reason as to why Douglass establishes himself as a credible and 

persuasive writer on the topic of slavery is how he recalls so many instances of what 

happened in the country and the city. No matter how holy someone was, they could be 



much more harsh than the average slave owner. Here he states that a particular master 

who had been religious used religion as an excuse to hurt his slaves even more, 

“my master found religious sanction for his cruelty. As an example, I will state 
one of many facts going to prove the charge. I have seen him tie up a lame young 
woman, and whip her with a heavy cowskin upon her naked shoulders, causing 
the warm red blood to drip; and, in justification of the bloody deed, he would 
quote this passage of Scripture—‘He that knoweth his master’s will, and doeth it 
not, shall be beaten with many stripes.’ Master would keep this lacerated young 
woman tied up in this horrid situation four or five hours at a time. I have known 
him to tie her up early in the morning, and whip her before breakfast; leave her, 
go to his store, return at dinner, and whip her again, cutting her in the places 
already made raw with his cruel lash” (Douglass 48-49).  

The intense detail and bible quoting proves as to how he was not making any of these 

situations up. They simply occurred and he recalled them with such painstaking detail. 

Thus further proving how credible and persuasive Douglass is as a writer on the topic of 

slavery. 

 Now we will be examining the logical aspect, which Douglass uses to persuade 

the audience that slavery should be abolished. Some of the main themes Douglass uses is: 

the harsh treatment of the slaves, and that it was incredibly wrong to think that Africans 

were built to be slaves. Douglass persuades the audience that slavery should be abolished 

every time the reader reads a descriptive, gory incident, and uses language with 

extremely negative connotations. One of the many instances this occurs is when poor 

Demby is killed and Mr. Gore is completely fine with another death on his bloody hands. 

Yet, Mr. Gore justifies his homicidal tendency as,  

“Demby had become unmanageable. He was setting a dangerous example to the 
other slaves,—one which, if suffered to pass without some such demonstration on 
his part, would finally lead to the total subversion of all rule and order upon the 
plantation. He argued that if one slave refused to be corrected, and escaped with 
his life, the other slaves would soon copy the example; the result of which would 
be, the freedom of the slaves, and the enslavement of the whites” (Douglass 20).  



Mr. Gore's reason to kill was justified in his own reasoning, in that he feared that these 

people would be freed. If this happened then white people would be enslaved, which puts 

the white audience in the place of Demby as they finally are enlightened to the golden 

rule of, “treat others the way you want to be treated”. This shows the readers that slavery 

really is horrible, as even Mr. Gore, the homicidal man, fears it and would not want to be 

a slave.  

 Lastly, we will be looking at the emotional aspect. Douglass emotionally sways 

the reader into agreeing with him that slavery should end. A couple of the themes he uses 

in swaying the reader include: using common things that even poor white people had the 

privilege of having, and the descriptive gore scenes that even children had to witness and 

how there was no mercy. Some of the common things that slaves did not have were 

birthdays and mothers. Douglass does not even, “remember to have ever met a slave who 

could tell of his birthday... A want of information concerning my own was a source of 

unhappiness to me even during childhood” (Douglass 1). This shows how even the 

smallest things could bring any slave unhappiness. Then, there is the idea that babies 

were separated from their mothers before they turned twelve months old and it would, 

“hinder the development of the child’s affection toward its mother, and to blunt and 

destroy the natural affection of the mother for the child. This is the inevitable result. I 

never saw my mother, to know her as such” (Douglass 2). This shows the blessing many 

white people have had, and pulls at their heart as they put themselves in Douglass’ place. 

Imagine how it would feel to not even be allowed to know your own biological mother. 

Also, Douglass uses very descriptive and gore language each time he mentions the abuse 

done to the slaves as well as this one instance in which Mr. Severe, “whip[s] a woman, 



causing the blood to run half an hour at the time; and this, too, in the midst of her crying 

children, pleading for their mother’s release” (Douglass 9). This puts the reader in an 

uncomfortable place and makes them feel as though the people who were slaves should 

not have been put in this position in the first place. Douglass paints a picture of crying 

children, not wanting their mother to deal with such pain and agony, as they see the blood 

run down her back. This is all for the audience to visualize and in the heat of all these 

scenes they see no good or justice come out of it. Not only does Douglass illustrate that 

these slaves shed the same red blood just as much as their white counterparts, but that the 

slaves have emotions, children, and that they are all going through so much pain in a 

wrongful way. 

 Fredrick Douglass is a phenomenal writer, as he is not only credible and 

persuasive, but also knows how to use logic and emotion to compel the reader of a need 

for a change when the world was so far against it. He proves his credibility through his 

first hand experience as a slave, his logic to show that slavery is unjust, especially by 

“putting the boot on the other foot” in this case the audience, and using emotion to show 

just how bad it is as a slave, from growing up without a mother to call mom and not even 

knowing when something so innocent as a birthday was. Frederick Douglass helped the 

Civil rights movement, as well as gave other slaves hope. So when will people accept that 

racism is not right? 
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