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. Purpose

This policy establishes the awarding of posthumous degrees and certificates for
Honolulu Community College students.

1. Related Policies, Procedures, and Guidelines

° Board of Regents Policy, RP 5.208, Conferring of Academic Degrees,
Diplomas and Certificates

° UH Executive Policy, EP 5.101, Authority to Award Degrees and
Certificates for Programs Authorized by the Board of Regents

° UH Executive Policy, EP 9.780, Death of Student or Employee

lll. Definitions

A. Posthumous degree or certificate
A degree or certificate awarded after the death of a student.
IV. Policy

A. Overview

Honolulu Community College (HonCC) recognizes the emotional impact of losing a
student before they complete their degree or certificate. Awarding a posthumous degree
or certificate honors the student’s academic commitment and may provide comfort to
their family, friends and community. This policy outlines the criteria and process for
awarding such credentials.

B. Criteria
Each request for a posthumous degree or certificate will be considered individually;

however, the following general guidelines apply:
e The student must have been enrolled in a HonCC degree program;
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e A posthumous certificate may be awarded if the student was pursuing a
certificate along with a degree or as a standalone certificate;

o The student must have been in good academic and disciplinary standing at the
time of their death;

e The student must have completed at least 75% of the requirements for their
degree or certificate at the time of death;

o The award must have the support of both the college and the student’s family;
and

e Requests must be made within one year of the student’s death unless
extenuating circumstances are approved by the Vice Chancellor of Academic
Affairs.

C. Request Process

Requests for a posthumous degree or certificate may be initiated by a member of the
campus community or a member of the deceased student’s family. If the request is
initiated by a campus member, the student’s family must approve the request before it is
submitted. All requests should be vetted through the Dean of Student Services (DOSS),
who may assist with the request for a posthumous degree or certificate.

The request should include the following:
e The student’s full name;
HonCC ID number;
Degree or certificate being requested;
Suggested semester for degree conferral; and
Verification of family support (either verbal confirmation notating the date and
family member’s name or written confirmation).

Requests should be submitted to the Dean of the student’s academic program (i.e.,
Dean of Arts & Sciences, Dean of Tech | or Dean of Tech Il). The Dean will verify
eligibility with the Registrar and DOSS. If the request is supported, it will be forwarded to
the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs.

D. Decision

Once approved, the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs will notify the Registrar, DOSS
and appropriate academic Dean via memo. All fees related to awarding the
degree/certificate, including the cost of the diploma and diploma cover, will be waived.

The DOSS (or designee) will work with the family to determine how they would like to
receive the degree or certificate. It may be awarded at the next regularly scheduled
commencement ceremony and presented to a family member or representative.
Alternatively, a posthumous degree may be presented by an appropriate HonCC official
in a private gathering separate from the commencement ceremony.

The phrase “Awarded Posthumously” will appear on the student’s official transcript but
will not be listed on the diploma. The commencement program will list the degree or
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certificate as posthumous unless the family requests to have the student’s name
removed from the commencement program. This request must be made at least four
weeks prior to the commencement ceremony.

E. In Memoriam Degree

If a student does not meet the criteria for a posthumous degree, the Vice Chancellor of
Academic Affairs has the option to award an “In Memoriam” degree. This is a symbolic
recognition of the student’s academic progress but will not appear on the student’s
official transcript or in the commencement program. The decision to award this degree
rests solely at the discretion of the Vice Chancellor of Academic Affairs.

V. Approval

Deans and Division Chairs Reviewed: February 12, 2025
Faculty Senate Endorsed: April 11, 2025

Chancellor Approval Date: May 2, 2025
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