HCCP 5.213 Attachment B:
Career and Technical Education Associate Degrees Requirements

Career and Technical Education Associate Degrees

Students enrolled in HCC have the ability to earn the following types of associate degrees depending upon the
specific program in which they are enrolled:

Associate in Science (AS) Degree
A two-year Career and Technical-Professional degree consisting of at least 60 semester credits, which provides
students with skills and competencies for gainful employment, entirely at the baccalaureate level.

Associate In Applied Science (AAS) Degree

A two-year Career and Technical-Professional degree consisting of at least 60 semester credits, which provides
students with skills and competencies for gainful employment. This degree is not intended nor designed for
transfer directly into a baccalaureate program. AAS programs may, however, include some baccalaureate level
course offerings.

Associate In Technical Studies (ATS) Degree

A two-year Career and Technical-Professional degree consisting of at least 60 semester credits, which provides
students with skills and competencies for gainful employment. This degree must be customized by using courses
from two or more existing approved programs and is intended to target emerging career areas which cross
traditional boundaries. The ATS degree must have educational objectives that are clearly defined and recognized
by business, industry, and employers who have needs for specialized training for a limited number of
employees. This degree must have advanced approval, and cannot be requested based upon previously
completed coursework.

The Role of General Education in TechOP Programs®

There has been much debate over the role of general education in the area of vocational education. This Task
Force believes that the attainment of common core knowledge, beliefs, and values contribute to the development
of the work ethic, a stronger workplace, as well as a stable community.

The goal of relevant general education is to prepare students to adapt to changes in their environment and to
instill a desire for life-long learning. The acceptance of the inevitability of change and the development of coping
skills and attitudes to meet the growing demands of the family, the workplace, and society as a whole will
contribute to the individual's well being.

In implementing the recommendations from the UHCC AS Taskforce as well as policy UHCCP 5.200, the following
General Education core shall be applicable to all Career and Technical Education associate degrees:
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General Education Requirements (15 credits minimum)
SKILLS:
Communications
(Students placing in ENG 100 or higher will have the option to complete a course in another
Communications-related discipline.)
Quantitative or Logical Reasoning
(Students placing in MATH 100 or higher will have the option to complete a course in another
Quantitative or Logical-Reasoning-related discipline.)
FIELDS OF KNOWLEDGE:
Humanities and Fine Arts
Social Sciences

Natural Sciences

Courses for each of these five areas will be approved by the CTE General Education subcommittee of the
General Education Board, a standing subcommittee of the Committee on Programs and Curricula (CPC).



