
 

  

 

 

ACTIVE THREAT EVENT 
Quick Reference Guide 

AVOID 
when there is an 
active threat. 
Once you are safe, 
Call 9-1-1 

DENY 
when getting away 
is diffcult or even 
impossible. 
1. Block 
2. Avoid windows 
3. Silence your cell 

DEFEND 
because you have the 
right to defend yourself 

You should provide to law enforcement or 911 operator: 
• Location of active threat 
• Number of threats 
• Physical description of threats 
• Number and type of weapons held by threats 
• Number of potential victims at location 

When law enforcement arrives: 
• Remain calm and follow instructions 
• Put down any items in your hands 
• Raise hands and spread fngers 
• Keep hands visible at all times 
• Avoid quick movements towards offcers, 
such as holding on them for safety 

• Avoid pointing, screaming, or yelling 
• Do not stop ta ask offcers for help when evacuating 

Be Aware, Be Prepared 
Be aware of your environment and your possible dangers. 
Take notes of all exits in any building you visit. 
Think about where you could hide in places you frequent. 

Campus Security 
(808) 284-1270 

Honolulu Police Department 
9-1-1 

ALERRT 
Texas State University Information 

https://activeattackdata.org/ 

To avoid, deny, defend (ADD) guidance presented here is drawn from 
active shooter response training delivered by the Honolulu Police 
Department, utilizing nationally recognized practices developed through 
Texas State University. This information is intended as general guidance 
only and not as a required sequence of actions.




